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2A SML 2023 
JN 1:29-34 
 
 In his book, Open Mind Faithful Heart, our Holy Father 

Francis writes: 

The history of salvation continues to develop in the midst 
of humanity. The Church – as  

✓ spouse and widow,  
✓ virgin and mother,  
✓ saint and sinner, 
✓ wheat and weeds.  

Not one of us is spared doubts about the Lord’s 
appearance, when it will take place or whether it will at all. 
Bewilderment besets both disciple and adversary, but 
despite our perplexed state there is always a call from 
God to keep moving forward, to let ourselves be touched 
by the revelation of grace that makes possible the “dis-
covering” of the Lord. 

 

Just last Sunday on the Feast of the Epiphany, 

bewilderment, perplexity and satanic curiosity were found in 

the encounter between Herod and the Magi. The travelers from 

the East were guided by a star, but when it disappeared, they 

found themselves entangled in the intrigues of the royal court. 

Being honest men, they wanted no involvement in any 

conspiracy of the king, and felt bewildered because they could 

not see the star and kept searching for it. Finally, after they left 

Jerusalem, their hearts were filled with joy as they caught sight 
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of the star again. Freed from perplexity by the “epiphany of a 

star,” they realized they were being tested and so decided to 

turn the table on the tyrant. When Herod understood that he 

had been fooled by the Magi, his anxiety turned into a terrible 

rage, ordering the massacre of the Holy Innocents. Though 

Herod claimed he wanted to go to worship the new-born king, 

he sought only to destroy Him. Talk about the ups and downs 

of following an appearing, disappearing and appearing star. 

 This Sunday’s Gospel portrays John the Baptist as 

anything but bewildered or perplexed. He comes out of the 

prophetic gate swinging with bold confidence, no ifs, ands or 

buts: 

✓ Look! There is the Lamb of God! 
 

✓ He is the One who will baptize with the Holy Spirit. 
 

Yet keep flipping to next Sunday’s Gospel. Mentioned only 

by way of introduction, John is in prison, but other gospel 

passages flesh out the details. In his heart, John the Baptist, 

the greatest of those born of women, feared he was mistaken. 

The clarity of the revelation he received in today’s gospel, on 

the day of Jesus’ Baptism (cf. John 1:32-34) was now 

bewildered as he wasted away in prison, and doubt gnawed at 
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his soul: “Was I wrong? Are you the Messiah or should we be 

looking for another?” (Luke 7:18-23): 

✓ the burden of doubt,  

✓ uncertain of his mission,  

✓ uncertain of his whole life. 

Humbling himself, John asked his questions, received his 

reply, bowed his head and was decapitated. 

Several times in my homilies, I’ve encouraged all of us to 

identify with a character in the scriptures. This scriptural 

meditation is called “Lectio Divina.” It is a way of making the 

scriptures time eternal, which they are. When we read the 

scriptures, we should not just be reading about something that 

was said or something that happened 2000 years ago, but 

making a practical application to our lives today. 

I can relate to John the Baptist. At one end of his spectrum 

is Faith on Fire like today’s Gospel, yet at the other end of his 

spectrum is doubt and uncertainty in the bowels of prison, 

spiritual prison. I can relate to John the Baptist. 

Therefore, in every sense of the word, it is no stretch of 

the imagination to parallel the biblical world with the modern 

world of today. The biblical world is not so foreign or that long 
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ago. The only thing that has changed with human nature are 

the names and the faces. 

American director Orson Welles once asked Bishop Fulton 

Sheen for some advice on a movie he was contemplating on 

the life of Christ. Welles asked if there were any limitations as 

to how the movie should be presented. Sheen said no, as long 

as you present Christ as He is, the Son of God made Man. 

Welles asked if it would be alright if he depicted: 

✓ the Pharisees, for example, with wristwatches,  

✓ the Sadducees in sport coats,  

✓ and Pilate and Herod dressed in the robes of modern 
judges. 
 

Sheen said yes, as Welles was making the point that the 

characters of the Passion endure to this day. Why depict the 

Pharisees as they were then when we have Pharisees today? 

Meditating with Lectio Divina, Welles said he would have found 

himself in the mob. 

Answering Pilate’s rhetorical question, “What is truth?” The 

modern world’s answer regarding Jesus as the Truth will 

depend on whether its definition of truth is found in the crucifix, 

for there are only two classes of souls in the world:  

1. those who have the courage to contemplate the Crucifix  
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2. and those who don’t. 

Like nothing else in the world, the crucifix asks, “Where do you 

stand?” “Which side do you propose to take from this moment 

on?” Jesus’ side, or the side of: 

✓ greedy Judas,  

✓ cowardly Pilate,  

✓ crafty Annas 

✓ or lustful Herod? 

By the answer we give, we judge ourselves. We can’t be a 

both and. We have to be an either or. Many in the modern 

world are afraid to look at the Crucifix because you either side 

with Truth or you don’t. 

 Do you remember the liturgical trend about 20-30 years 

ago when we took down the crucifix in the Church because it 

was too harsh to look at, and replace the crucifix with a state of 

the Risen Christ? Why, because the crucifix was too harsh. 

The crucifix is harsh and so is the harsh question, “Do you 

stand with the Truth or not?” And who said to put the crucifixes 

back up? Pope Benedict! 

Human nature at the time of the Crucifixion to today does 

not change and neither does the message of the Gospel. Both 

are time eternal. 
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Today’s second reading begins the letters to the 

Corinthians. In the middle of his second Letter to the Church at 

Corith, Paul writes as if he’s writing in 2023. Why? Because 

the scriptures are time eternal! 

We cause no one to stumble in anything, in order that no fault 
may be found with our ministry; on the contrary, in everything 
we commend ourselves as ministers of God, through: 
✓ much endurance,  
✓ in afflictions,  
✓ hardships,  
✓ constraints, . . .  
✓ riots,  
✓ labors,  
✓ vigils,  
✓ fasts;  
✓ by purity,  
✓ knowledge,  
✓ patience,  
✓ kindness,  
✓ in a holy spirit, 
✓ in unfeigned love, 
✓ in truthful speech, 
✓ in the power of God; 
✓ with weapons of righteousness at the right and at the left;  
✓ through glory and dishonor, 
✓ insult and praise. 
✓ We are treated: 
✓ as deceivers and yet are truthful;  
✓ as unrecognized and yet acknowledged; 
✓ as dying and behold we live; 
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✓ as chastised and yet not put to death; 
✓ as sorrowful yet always rejoicing; 
✓ as poor yet enriching many, 
✓ as having nothing and yet possessing all things. 
We have spoken frankly to you. 2COR 6:2b-11 
 

Paul seems to list every up and every down, every perplexed 

state there is. 

Two lines from the opening quote of the Holy Father ring 

loud and clear. 

The Lord reveals Himself to the Church amid the ups and 

downs of life, where grace and sin are always 

intermingled. 

 

Bewilderment besets both disciple and adversary, but 

despite our perplexed state there is always a call from 

God to keep moving forward. 

 Pope Francis and St. John the Baptist and St. Paul, patron 

saints of the bewildered, patron saints of the perplexed, pray 

for us! 


